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courtiers who were present, however, who knew how
fussy Charles was in the execution of every Court cere-
mony, and who had heard rumours from his councillors
about the Pragmatic Sanction, must have understood
what Charles meant.

If Charles was annoyed with Maria Theresa because
she was not a son, he did not show it. She was not
made to suffer an unhappy childhood because he had
been disappointed. He was never harsh or intentionally
unkind to her. Her youth was not overshadowed by
that terrible paternal cruelty which formed the character
and in the end dominated the life of Maria Theresa's
contemporary and lifelong enemy, Frederick the Great
of Prussia.

Maria Theresa was in awe of her father, and .con-
stantly impressed by the authority he represented, for
even in her childhood she worshipped Authority, but
she was never afraid of him. It is recorded that when
she was six years old she was taken to a window in the
Hofburg to watch the passing of a religious procession.
She had never before, at least consciously, seen her
father in his gorgeous robes of State, and when he
passed under the window, she is said to have clapped
her hands and shouted at him urging him to come to her
so that she could see frJT" more closely. Her nurses,
often chagrined by her impulsiveness, reprimanded her,
but she went on calling to him.

Though Charles was never cruel like Frederick
William of Prussia, the great Frederick's father, he was
always unimaginative. He was dictatorial because,
often unable to make decisions himself, he asserted
himself by demanding prompt action from those de-
pendent on him, especially from his children. He was
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